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Latino retention rates a priority
Humna Sharif
Staff Writer

Enrollment of new students is
high on Parkland College’s priority
list. Parkland is even more preoccupied with making sure that
enrolled students keep coming back
each semester to complete their
educational programs and a number
of measures have been taken by
administration to address this issue.
One such measure was to hire
Moises Orozco, a graduate student in
Education Policy at the University of
Illinois, to work on a Latino student
retention program. A sizeable portion
of Parkland’s student population
consists of Latino students and
Moises is responsible for working
with these students to improve their
retention rates.
“The job posting fit in nicely with
my professional and academic
background,” Orozco commented.
“Helping
Latino
students
be
successful was where I saw myself
in the future.”
The program has been a three year
effort by the Parkland Academy
Team. They were successful in
securing an Ideas grant to keep the
program running and increase its
reach. Orozco was hired toward the
end of spring semester in 2014 to
oversee the program and to make
sure that its objectives were being
achieved.
Another grad student from UIUC,

Photo courtesy of Club Latino | Parkland College
Pictured is Parkland College’s Club Latino, which works to raise awareness about the Latino culture and heritage while
also providing support to Latino students attending Parkland College.
whose field of study is also Education
Policy, Eduardo Coronel, got hired
on two months after Orozco. Since
then, the two have been researching
patterns in Latino student enrollment.
“The main focus of our work is
to increase semester to semester
persistence of Latino students,”
Coronel said.
During the summer of 2014, when

new students were attending SOAR,
Orozco and Coronel reached out to
125 self-identified Latino students
and invited them to be a part of their
program. They sent out e-mails, made
phone calls, sent hard copy mails and
even visited some in person. Out
of those 125, 65 students got back
in touch with them and actively
participated in the program. At the

end of fall semester 2014, 59 out of
the original 65 students successfully
completed their courses.
This provided an extremely
positive statistic for Orozco and
Coronel’s research, as 90% of their
participants had been successful. The
start of the 2015 spring semester saw
the return of 51 out of the remaining
59 students. At that point, the efforts

Alternative Spring Break benefits the community
Zach Trueblood
Staff Writer

While most will be enjoying their
Spring Break on a beach somewhere with
a beverage in hand, there are dedicated
students, staff and community members
that will be devoting their time to giving
back to the community. This is an event that
Parkland hosts year after year and goes by
the name of Alternative Spring Break.
Alternative Spring Break allows for
students, and anyone else interested, the
option to spend a few days volunteering
their time in ways that not only benefit
the community but themselves as well.
Alternative Spring Break is being set up
this year in conjunction with AmeriCorps
VISTA and Student Life.
Mike Moran is the Parkland College
Volunteer Coordinator and is also part of the
AmeriCorps VISTA. This will be Moran’s
second year at the college and he was able
to explain what the goals of AmeriCorps
VISTA are.
“Think of AmeriCorps like the Peace
Corps but essentially the domestic
branch. VISTA addresses poverty from
a sustainability standpoint with a strong
volunteer base,” Moran stated. “We’re
having our Alternative Spring Break this
year in two locations. One day will be spent
at The Phoenix Daytime Drop-In Shelter
and the other will be at the Independent
Media Center or IMC. Duties will likely
include general upkeep like hanging
drywall or painting.”
Advocates for volunteer work aren’t
hard to find at the college. This is a major
event for Student Government. President
Abby Vanderkloot plans to recruit many

more students in joining her and the other
members of Student Government in helping
give back to the community.
“I think students should get involved
in alternative spring break because it is a
great way to get involved in the community.
You get to help out others around you and
have the chance to help make a change,”
Vanderkloot explained. “We ask any
members of Student Government who
are around to participate in this volunteer
opportunity and we try to get other students
from different clubs or organizations to
join us as well in bettering the community
that surrounds us.”
Vanderkloot also had the opportunity to
attend Alternative Spring Break last year,
which is why she advocates so strongly
for student involvement. Last year’s
Alternative Spring Break was held at the
food pantry.
“Last year we participated in alternative
spring break at the Parkland College
Pantry,” Vanderkloot added. “We were able
to help get the food ready and organize it so
people could have a clear understanding of
what they were able to take. We were also
taught how it all works so that we could
spread the word and let other students
know about the food bank and everything
they have to offer.”
The Parkland Pantry opened in
November 2013 and The Wesley Evening
Pantry opened back in 2006. The pantry
works hard to battle hunger throughout
the community and making food more
accessible to those here at Parkland as well.
Katalyna Thomas, Director of the Wesley
Food Pantry, explained some of the benefits
of volunteering.
“Volunteering benefits all involved.

Volunteers are not only helping combat
local food insecurity and helping out
their neighbors in need but they are also
gaining a sense of accomplishment and, for
students especially, developing valuable
job skills such as customer service and
organizational skills,” Thomas explained.
The Wesley Food Pantry is a fairly flexible
and versatile institution. They’re always
looking for eager volunteers and have
many different opportunities available.
“We
have
many
volunteering
opportunities at the pantry,” Thomas added.
“From truck unload and set up, to working
a shift and helping clients select their
groceries, to clean up. We also welcome
volunteers to help with office work, such as
gathering data, sorting number cards and
working on fundraisers for the pantry.”
On top of these options for volunteer
work with the Wesley Food Pantry and
Alternative Spring Break, there is a
service learning website that can direct
students to a multitude of opportunities.
One popular choice for English students is
the Homework Club. Students are able to
spend an hour or two a week tutoring and
reading with young students at Garden
Hills Elementary.
The service learning website is http://
www.parkland.edu/servicelearning/
Alternative Spring Break will be at The
Phoenix Daytime Drop-In Shelter on March
27 and the Independent Media Center on
March 28, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. both days. For
more information contact Chaya Sandler at
csandler@parkland.edu.
For more information about volunteering
at the Wesley Food Pantry visit www.
wesleypantry.org or email directly at
volunteer@wesleypantry.org.

made by these two grad students
yielded a persistence rate of 86%.
The Latino students who didn’t
persist from fall to spring semester
were personally contacted by either
Orozco or Coronel. Some of the main
reasons why these students couldn’t
return to school included family
responsibilities. Many of them were
trying to balance working 30 or more
hours with a full time school load and
just couldn’t keep doing both.
According to Orozco and Coronel,
their work was motivated by the
desire to find out more about what
factors influenced a student’s choice
to pursue a college education. What
they discovered led them to the
conclusion that non-academic reasons
play a major role in decreasing
persistence rates for most of these
students. The Latino population has
a remarkable work ethic, and if they
could be convinced to apply that same
ethic towards achieving a college
education, then no doubt they would
be successful.
According to Orozco, when it
comes to determining ways to keep
students enrolled from one semester
to the next, they have to connect with
them on a personal level. There are
so many factors involved beyond
academics. Work life, housing, paying
for college, adjusting to a different
life and finding a place to fit in are all
important factors. Family also plays
SEE LATINO PAGE 5
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What is Unofficial? A background on the local tradition

Jordan Hannah
Staff Writer

It is that time of year again when
bar owners rake in the currency
and students consume copious
amounts of alcohol. “Unofficial” is a
celebration that commemorates St.
Patrick’s day and is “officially” only
recognized by students.
However, the immenseness of the
festive activities associated with
“Unofficial” weighs heavily on the
town. Police, store owners, even
people who happen to live around
student areas deal with the impact
that this annual celebration has on
the surrounding community.
The attitude that students must
drink to celebrate “Unofficial”
is precisely why many school
administrators
and
community
authorities want it banned from this
college town. Computer Science
major Hayne Ryu believes that
what students have been doing on
“Unofficial” is the reason behind why
authorities want to do away with the
celebration altogether.
“I think they are trying because
of illegal activities. You heard about
that body they found, right? I think
it is because of those dramatic
instances,” Ryu explained.
The
inappropriate
behavior
synonymous with “Unofficial” has
been notorious throughout the years.
Associate Professor of English Paula
Boyd believes the community, as well
as classrooms, are highly affected by
student activities associated with the
event.
“A number of reasons, student skip
class. Also, less here, but more so at
the U of I, students think it is fun to
go to class under the influence,” Boyd
explained. “That is very dangerous.
There is also a safety factor outside;
(Unofficial) it is not safe to the
community. We don’t want to be
crashed into by drunks.”
Students coming to class under
the influence is such a concern that
Parkland College has had to develop a
policy for professors to follow in case
the situation occurs.
Boyd informed her students of this

Party-goers flood Green Street during “Unofficial St. Patrick’s Day” celebrations on Friday, March 6, 2015.
policy during the classes leading up
to “Unofficial” but she still thinks that
not all students take it seriously.
“I had one student in class who
may have been under the influence. I
also had very low attendance,” Boyd
added. “This is because I warned that
it is against Parkland policies. I would
have to report to public safety.”
Although “Unofficial” does bring
along with it some distractions
and chaos to the community, it is
also economically beneficial. The
economic boost provided by the

celebration is perhaps one of the
reasons the tradition lives on.
“To be honest, it attracts a lot of
tourists, the bars profit a lot. For
businesses it is good, but ethically it
is not for the best,” Ryu said.
Green t-shirts, many alcoholic
beverages and sales of green
accessories are all examples of the
commercialization of “Unofficial”.
The main concern for those
students who choose to partake in
the celebration of “Unofficial” is
their safety. June Burch, Wellness

All photos on this page by Scott Wells | Prospectus News

Coordinator at Parkland College,
explained the efforts her department
takes to raise awareness about
celebrating in a safe, responsible
manner.
“We distributed information as
well as the U of I. This information
is about what your risks are, legality,
fines and consequences. How can we
look out for each other,” Burch said.
This
packet
includes
other
information and additional guidelines
for students to follow to ensure that
they remain safe when they are

under the influence. “Unofficial” is
an annual tradition that will likely
continue on for years to come and
Parkland wants to make sure that
students are making wise choices
when it comes to their safety, as well
as the safety of others.
Those interested in learning more
about celebrating in a responsible
manner can pick up one of these
packets in the Wellness center on
Parkland’s campus, located in Student
Life, Room U-112.
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Spring Break events in C-U and surrounding areas
Brittany Webb
Staff Writer

Spring Break is almost here, and
many students will be heading out of
town for a much needed break. For
those students who are not planning
on traveling, there are many events
happening here in ChampaignUrbana and the surrounding area.
The Lincoln Library and Museum
in Springfield, Ill., is one viable option
for those choosing to stay local this
year. .
“I think we are going to do a day
in Springfield and check out the
historical sites and Lincoln museum,”
LPN major Cindy Webb said.
The museum features life size
exhibits of various significant places
from Lincoln’s life, including Lincoln’s
childhood home as well as the box in
the Ford’s theater. Webb explained
that her 17 year old daughter went in
5th grade, and they have been wanting
to take their younger daughter.
Allerton Park is a 20 minute

drive west from Parkland.
The
park contains 14 formal gardens, a
10-acre meadow and hiking trails, all
of which will be open to the public
during Spring Break. Allerton also
hosts a Spring Break concert, which
will take place from 7p.m. to10p.m.,
March 27. The event will feature The
Ton’s O’ Fun Band, which is made up
of ten musicians and three vocalists.
The band will be playing a set in the
mansion. The cover charge is $10
per person and it will be held in the
Allerton Mansion.
For those who don’t own a car, or
simply don’t want to travel outside
of C-U, there is plenty for students to
do. Student favorite and local staple,
Jarling’s Custard Cup, will be opening
March 20.
“I think I can speak for a large
population of Champaign-Urbana
when I express how excited we are
for that,” Matt Feinberg, a freshman
in Business at Parkland, said.
Jarling’s has many flavors of
custard treats, including vanilla,

chocolate and strawberry, as well
as other treats such as Snowstorms,
which are similar to Dairy Queen’s
blizzards.
A popular venue for shows and
events on the University of Illinois
campus, Krannert Center for the
Performing Arts, is hosting the
University’s Wind Symphony on
March 20 at 7:30p.m.
A group
comprised of both undergraduate
and graduate students, the ensemble
consistently puts on exceptional
performances with beautiful music.
Tickets range from $4 - $10 and
anyone is welcome to attend.
The Krannert Art Museum is within
walking distance from the Krannert
Center and currently has five exhibits
open for the public to view. One
exhibit called “MetaModern”, curated
by Judith Hoos Fox and Ginger
Gregg Duggan, is closing on March
28, which gives students a chance
to check it out during the break.
William Wegman’s exhibit, “Artists
Including Me: William Wegman”,

walks through the history of art with
references to famous artists such as
Leonardo da Vinci and Piet Mondrian.
The museum is always free to the
public and is open from 9a.m. to 5p.m.
Monday through Friday.
The Virginia Theater, a historical
theater in downtown Champaign,
is having a Robin William’s tribute
week. Movies run from 7p.m. until
9p.m. March 23-27, and include “The
Birdcage”, “Good Morning, Vietnam”,
and “Dead Poets Society.” Tickets are
$4 per show, and can be purchases at
the door. The theater is also hosting
the popular band Foreigner on March
29 at 7:30p.m.
Right here at Parkland College,
there is a show at the Planetarium
called “Black Holes: The Other Side
of Infinity”. The National Center for
Supercomputer Applications (NCSA)
provided some of the animations,
which is one of the reasons the
Planetarium was able to get the show,
explained the Director of Staerkel
Planetarium Dave Leake. The show

uses computer generated images to
illustrate the science of black holes.
The show will be held on Friday and
Saturday March 20 and 21 from 8p.m.
to 9p.m. Tickets are $5 for adults and
$4 for students, seniors and children
under 12 and are available at the door.
“The Black Holes [show] itself is
probably 23 minutes long but we like
to give people at least a 45 minute
experience,” Leake said. “Personally
I like to show people how they can
point to a spot in the sky (Cygnus X-1)
where we think there is a black hole.”
Spring break is a great time to
explore Champaign-Urbana and
the surrounding area but, for some
students, it is also a great time to just
relax.
“As far as many college students
are concerned, it’s probably just nice
to catch up on some much needed
sleep,” Feinberg said.
More information on the above
events can be found on the University
of Illinois website, and the Staerkel
Planetarium website.

Survey: Young adults do consume news in their own way
Martha Irvine

AP National Writer
CHICAGO (AP) — Young adults
have a reputation for being connected
to one another and disconnected from
the news. But a survey has found that
mobile devices and social networking
are keeping them more engaged with
the broader world than previously
thought.
They want news, they say, though
they don’t always aggressively seek
it out — perhaps simply happening
upon it on a friend’s online feed. And
they want it daily.
The survey of Americans ages 18
to 34, sometimes called the millennial
generation, found that two-thirds
of respondents said they consume
news online regularly, often on a
social networking site. Of those, 40
percent do so several times a day,
according to the poll, conducted by
The Associated Press-NORC Center
for Public Affairs Research and the
American Press Institute.
It’s been a slowly building trend in
news consumption that experts say is
trickling up to older generations —
and that young people say helps them
stay current, even if they never read
an actual newspaper or watch the
evening news on TV.
“I don’t think people would expect
us to know what we know,” says Erica
Quinn, a 24-year-old college student in
Gainesville, Florida, who participated
in the survey. The findings were to be
presented Monday in Nashville at the
annual convention of the Newspaper
Association of America.
Among
other
things,
the
respondents said their consumption

of news and information on various
devices was most often sparked by
an interest in civic issues, for social
reasons, including discussing a topic
with friends, or because they just find
it enjoyable.
The survey found that young adults
generally get harder news from more
traditional news sites and “softer”
lifestyle news from social networks,
Facebook being the overwhelming
favorite.
That’s generally how it works for
Marilu Rodriguez, a 29-year-old from
suburban Chicago, who participated
in a focus group that accompanied
the survey.
She recalls how, as a child, the TV
news would come on at her house after
her family had watched the latest
episode of their favorite telenovela, a
Spanish-language soap opera.
“It was a family thing to watch the
news,” Rodriguez says.
Now her smartphone is her most
frequent portal to the world, as she
surfs social networking and news
sites, often on her train ride to and
from work as a coordinator for a
nonprofit organization in downtown
Chicago. Like many in the survey,
she gets a lot of her news through
a “diverse mix of friends” on those
social networking sites.
She considers herself an active
seeker of news and still watches
TV news, though she expressed
frustration over slanted coverage
and lack of serious stories. “Some
news stations need to grow up,” she
says.
Still, only 39 percent of the survey
respondents said they typically
actively seek out news, while 60
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percent said they mostly “bump into”
that type of content as they do other
things on Facebook and other sites.
That certainly could be seen as
passive consumption.
But Tom Rosenstiel, executive
director of the American Press
Institute, noted that many respondents
who generally let news come to them
might comment on a story posted by
a friend or look for more information
because they were skeptical.
“So there’s a level of activity or
participation that wasn’t even possible
in earlier times,” says Rosenstiel,
who will present the survey findings
in Nashville.
He also noted that 70 percent of
young adults surveyed say their
social media feeds include a mix of
viewpoints, increasing their chances
of reading a wider array of content.
Overall, the survey found that the
average young adult regularly uses
three or more social media platforms,
among them Twitter, YouTube and
sometimes Tumblr and Reddit. The
youngest adults often use four social
networking sites.
That said, survey respondent Travis
Morgan says he still likes reading
a printed newspaper and watching
news on television — and using a
search engine to dig more deeply if
he wants to know more.
“This may make me sound like
an old man,” Morgan, a 33-year-old
pilot from Grants Pass, Oregon, says,
laughing. “I just want the story. I
don’t want opinion. I don’t want all
this extra stuff.”
But that’s not true for many of his
elders. Experts who track the public’s
online habits say that on-the-go news

M. Spencer Green | AP Photo
In this Friday, March 13, 2015 photo, Marilu Rodriguez checks a news website on
her smartphone before boarding a train home at the end of her work week in
Chicago. Young adults have a reputation for being connected to one another, yet
disconnected from the news, but a new survey has found that mobile devices are
keeping them more engaged with the world around them.
consumption is growing among older
generations as well.
Joseph Kahne, a professor who
studies civic and political engagement
online, has found a steady increase in
news consumption and social media
across all age groups.
That’s good for getting people more
involved with topics of the day, says
Kahne, an education professor at
Mills College in Oakland, California,
who chairs the MacArthur Foundation
Research Network on Youth and
Participatory Politics.
But with so much content out there
— often from lesser-known sources
— he says it also means, “that all of
us will need to become increasingly
sophisticated, as we will need to make
judgments regarding credibility that
had previously been made by news
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editors.”
The survey of 1,046 young adults
was conducted from Jan. 5 through
Feb. 2, 2015, by the Media Insight
Project, a partnership between the
AP-NORC Center and the American
Press Institute, which funded the
study.
The results tallied online interviews
done with the random sample of
adults age 18-34 who were initially
recruited and screened to take part
in the survey over the phone. Results
from the full survey have a margin of
sampling error of plus or minus 3.8
percentage points.
___
AP News Survey Specialist Emily
Swanson contributed to this report.
Copyright 2015 The Associated
Press. All rights reserved.
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Cruz: Lift all contribution limits on campaign cash

Jim Cole | AP Photo
U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, a tea party favorite and possible presidential candidate in 2016, is interviewed by Skip Murphy during a visit to the Strafford County Republican Committee Chili and Chat on
Sunday, March 15, 2015, in Barrington, N.H.

Philip Elliott

Associated Press
BARRINGTON, N.H. (AP) —
Unlimited political cash would
give
rank-and-file
conservative
activists greater sway in picking
their representatives, including the
president, White House hopeful Ted
Cruz told New Hampshire voters on
Sunday.
Cruz, a first-term senator who
represents Texas, said deep-pocketed
donors should have the same rights to
write giant campaign checks as voters
have to put signs in their front yards.
Both, Cruz said, were an example of
political speech, and he added that
“money absolutely can be speech.”
“I believe everyone here has a right
to speak out on politics as effectively

as possible,” Cruz told a voter who
asked him about the role of the superrich in politics.
Cruz, making his first trip to New
Hampshire this year, was using a twoday visit to this early voting state to
lay the groundwork for an expected
presidential campaign. Three of the
seven questions he took during a town
hall-style meeting were statements
encouraging him to run for president.
Cruz steadfastly insisted he was
not yet a presidential candidate and
said he was merely considering it. “I
am looking at it very seriously,” he
said a day after making a campaignstyle trip to South Carolina, another
early nominating state.
After the session, one activist gave
Cruz a blank check and told him
to write it for whatever amount he
needed.

Cruz, mindful that accepting the
check would trigger his official
entrance to the Republican primary,
declined but told an aide to follow
up with the man after a campaign is
official.
“Stay tuned,” he said.
But Cruz also told voters his
daughter, Caroline, had given him
permission to join the presidential
race in the hopes that the family
puppy would get to play on the White
House lawn instead of near their
Houston high-rise condo.
“If you win, that means Snowflake
will finally get a backyard to pee in,”
Cruz said his daughter told him.
Cruz, a tea-party favorite, is
expecting to formally join a crowded
field of presidential hopefuls in the
coming weeks. In the meantime, he
has been courting party activists

and donors to help him counter
deep-pocketed rivals such as former
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, Sen. Marco
Rubio of Florida and Wisconsin Gov.
Scott Walker.
Asked about the outsized role of
money in politics at his first event in
New Hampshire this year, Cruz said
he understands voters’ frustration but
that cannot trump the constitutional
rights to free speech.
“Right now, the system is crazy,”
Cruz said of the campaign finance
rules.
At a later appearance at a GOP
fundraiser in New Hampshire’s rural
Grafton County, Cruz said Democrats
were working to limit activists’ rights
through a proposed constitutional
amendment to restrict campaign
spending. The Democrat-backed
proposal last year was more an

election year posturing than a viable
plan to change the Constitution.
“Is there not one lion of the Left
who will stand for free speech?” Cruz
said in Lincoln.
In the Senate, Cruz has proposed
lifting all campaign contribution
limits in exchange for immediate
disclosure.
“The answer is not to muzzle
citizens. It is to empower citizens,”
Cruz said.
Yet Cruz acknowledged that heavy
spending had been a headache during
his 2012 campaign for Senate. “In the
Senate race, I had $35 million in nasty
attack ads against me,” Cruz said.
“And you know what? It was their
Constitutional right to do so.”
___
Copyright 2015 The Associated
Press. All rights reserved.

UN head urges better safeguards for climate disasters
Elaine Kurtenbach
Associated Press

SENDAI, Japan (AP) — The
president of the Pacific island nation
of Vanuatu appealed to a U.N. disaster
conference Saturday for help as
a powerful cyclone swept across
his archipelago, driving painfully
home the rising risks from extreme
weather and climate change.
“I am speaking to you today with
a heart that is so heavy. I do not
really know what impact the cyclone
has had on Vanuatu,” Vanuatu’s
president, Baldwin Lonsdale, told the
U.N. World Conference on Disaster
Risk Reduction in the northeastern
Japanese city of Sendai.
“I stand to appeal on behalf of the
government and the people to give a
helping hand in this disaster,” he said.
U.N. Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon told the conference earlier
he met with Lonsdale to express
condolences and solidarity. The
U.N. said it was prepared to deploy
emergency response teams to the
islands.
Preventing disaster is “everybody’s
business,” Ban said, urging better
help and more safeguards for the
world’s poorest and weakest people
as the threat from climate-related
disasters grows.
Pacific island leaders are speaking
out at the conference about their
concerns, as sea levels rise and
extreme storms intensify.
Vanuatu’s 260,000 people living on
83 islands are among the most at risk,
from earthquakes and tsunamis as
well as cyclones.

Kyodo News | AP Photo
United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, seen on a monitor, addresses the participants at the U.N. World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, northeastern Japan, Saturday, March 14, 2015. The president of the
Pacific island nation of Vanuatu, Baldwin Lonsdale, appealed to a U.N. disaster conference Saturday for help as a powerful
cyclone swept across his archipelago, driving painfully home the rising risks from extreme weather and climate change.
Emmanuel Mori, president of the
Federated States of Micronesia, noted
that the dispersed communities and
tiny land areas of many islands put
such countries at a big disadvantage.

“The world must act and act
fast,” Mori said, appealing for more
effective measures to curb carbon
emissions seen as causing climate
change.

Ban said the best tribute to victims
of disaster would be to ensure the
gathering in Japan forges a strong
framework for preventing and coping
with catastrophes like the triple

whammy of massive earthquake,
tsunami and nuclear power plant
meltdowns that hit northeastern
Japan’s coastline, including Sendai,
four years ago. More than 18,500
people died or were left missing.
“What we are discussing here is
very real for millions around the
world. We must keep their needs in
sharp focus during the negotiations
on this agreement,” Ban said.
Though low and middle income
countries suffer nine out of 10
disaster-related deaths, and need
special attention, “But disaster risk
is in everybody’s interest — and it is
everybody’s business.”
Organizers of the conference have
indicated that while all may agree on
the need to prevent and cope with
disasters, opinions differ on how to
best do that and measure the results.
One of the biggest obstacles is
the tendency to put off spending on
disaster prevention, while disasters
cost the world over $300 billion a year
on average.
“We can watch that number grow
as more people suffer. Or we can
dramatically lower that figure and
invest the savings in development,”
he said. Spending $6 billion a year on
prevention could help save some $360
billion by 2030.
“Disaster risk reduction is a frontline defense against the impacts
of climate change. It is a smart
investment for business and a wise
investment in saving lives,” he said.
___
Copyright 2015 The Associated
Press. All rights reserved.
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LATINO
a key role in Latino students’ lives,
as many of these students are first
generation college students trying
to set an example for their younger
siblings.
Coronel also commented that,
for a program like this to work, it is
important to understand that Latino
population is not a homogenous
group and there is a lot of diversity.
Even though many people identify
themselves as being Latino, they may

thePROSPECTUS | www.prospectusnews.com

have different ethnic backgrounds
and cultural values.
“Knowing and understanding the
difference within is important when
you are trying to address certain
aspects of transition to college
and depending on each student’s
individual experiences. The type of
assistance they need may also differ,”
Coronel provided.
It is important to make students
feel connected. The more they see
themselves as a part of community,
the longer they’ll want to stay. In
addition to academics and easily
accessible campus resources, peer
networks, social networks and a
supportive family are also important.

“We try to let students know that
there is someone on their side who
will advocate for them and be there
to help when they need it,” Orozco
elaborated.
Recently, Orozco and Coronel
presented their research and stats
to the Parkland Board of Trustees
and to the Board of Directors. Their
remarkable success and in depth
analysis of factors that govern Latino
students’ lives really astonished the
board members.
Less than a year’s worth of
research has proven how much
informal bonds, and connecting to
a student on a personal level that
goes beyond academics, can mean in

terms of persistence and retention.
Director of Student Life Dr. Thomas
Caulfield explained that Parkland
hopes to eventually widen such
programs and bring all Parkland
students into the fold, thus giving
each and every person the support
and encouragement they need to
complete their college degrees.
Students wanting to know more
about the work done by Orozco and
Coronel can reach them via email
at morozco@parkland.edu. Their
office is located in Student Life and
they can often be found around
the Parkland corridors talking to
students and offering support and
encouragement to all who need it.

YOUR AD
HERE
Promote HERE with
THE PROSPECTUS
prospectusads
@parkland.edu

Student Government candidates

Kofi M. Bazzell-Smith
“For though the good of an individual by
himself is something worth working for,
to ensure the good of a nation or a state is
nobler and more divine.” –Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics.
Aristotle believed that the most effective
means to attaining happiness and supreme
virtue for all people was through politics. As
a philosopher and one raised with a strong
moral compass; his message was quite
powerful to me. Throughout my life I have
been deeply involved in activities that cut
across a wide range of diverse ethnic and
cultural backgrounds. I am an artist, a boxer,
a children’s coach, an English tutor and a
student. I speak Japanese, a little Spanish and
am currently studying French. I have friends
from all around the world and in all age groups.
Through all my diverse experiences with
people I have found one ubiquitous element;
that is isolation. We all tend to stay within our
own groups. Few dare to venture out beyond
their comfort zones. My dream is to eradicate
our self-made provincial limitations and
create a strong inter-cultural community here
at Parkland. We have such a diverse group
of people on campus. It would be a shame
not to get to know each other. My goal is to
break down racial, gender, cultural and socioeconomic barriers by setting the example
and by promoting events that will facilitate
communication. Humans are naturally social
animals. In order to live happy, meaningful and
successful lives, we must engage in healthy
relationships and have a collective sense of
communal belonging.
I believe that the key to attaining happiness
for the students and faculty at Parkland is
forming a greater sense of community on
campus.

Shon Campbell

Ferita Hayes
My name is Ferita Hayes and I’m attending

My name is Shon Campbell. I’m a Licensed

Parkland College to obtain an Associates in

Practical Nursing student with plans to pursue

Science with a concentration in Biological

a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Nursing. I’m

Sciences. I plan to use my degree as a stepping

a non-traditional student, and I’m a student

stone towards becoming a pharmacist. I am a

worker in the Student Life Office. The reason

member of the Black Student Association and

I’m running for Student Trustee is to give back

the Japanese Culture Club; also, I’m on the

to Parkland students. Being a Student Trustee

Dean’s List. I’m cosmetologist/nail technician,

would give me the platform to voice students

but most importantly I am a mother. I am

concerns and help try to accomplish a plan of

running for Vice-President; I am interested

action.

in serving in Student Government due to the

One of my concerns is having meals for

fact that I’m a people person and would like

students that provide a balanced breakfast

to use this opportunity to be a voice and ear

or lunch. Many students are on campus for

of the student body. Also, I would utilize this

the majority of their day and may not eat a

moment to inspire and motivate my fellow

full meal because of their personal financial

students—“nothing is impossible, everything

situation. I believe the cafeteria has great

is possible.”

potential as a place students can go to receive

I feel like I’m qualified for the position due
to my “real world” experience as an assistant
manager of a multi-cultural salon and spa for
three years. I have excellent communication
skills, leadership skills and not only know how
to lead but also how to be a productive part of
the team as well. I know how to compromise,
think critically, and problem solve including
negotiating with others to find alternative
solutions. I have a strong work ethic and sense
of determination. I only have one personal
problem and that is students not respecting
the quiet spaces that are used to study. During
my term I would like to accomplish making
sure that if there is any problem, that it gets
addressed and solved. I would like to create
more designated quiet spaces around campus.
Also, I would like to get nights students
access to the cafeteria. Maybe the cafeteria
cold stay open a little later to serve night
students.

a balanced meal.

Student Government
Elections
Monday
April 6: 10 a.m - 2 p.m.
and 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Tuesday
April 7: 10 a.m - 2 p.m.
and 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Wednesday
April 8: 10 a.m - 12 noon

Any registered Parkland
College student may VOTE
Bring your I.D.
Voting will take place in
the Student Union

1 2 8 5 9 6 7 3 4
8 7 3 6 1 5 2 4 9
5 9 4 2 7 3 8 1 6
2 1 6 8 4 9 5 7 3
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COMICS&PUZZLES
Sudoku #5
4 7 8 5 3 6 9
9 2 1 4 7 8 5
5 3 6 9 2 1 4
8 4 7 6 1 5 3
3 5 9 8 4 2 6
6 1 2 7 9 3 8
2 8 4 3 6 7 1
7 9 5 1 8 4 2
1 6 3 2 5 9 7

Classifieds
YOUR AD HERE

Place your classified here for only $5 per
week. Ads must be less than three lines or 30
words. Contact our ad department today!
217-351-2206 or prospectusads@parkland.edu

Sudoku #7
7 3 6 5
2 8 4 7
5 9 1 2
6 7 3 1
9 5 2 6

1 4 3

2
1 5

1

6

(hard)

4 9
5

3

8

6
3

8 2 9
4 6
7

Abandon the search for Truth; settle for a good fantasy.

7
4 8

1

3 6
7 8
9 2
1 7
4

5

6

3

5 9
8

4

Sudoku #6
8 2 3 1
6 5 9 8
1 7 4 6
3 8 2 4
7 1 6 3
4 9 5 2

7 4
2 3
5 9
9 1
8 5
6 7
5 3 8 7 4 2
2 6 1 9 3 8
9 4 7 5 1 6

6

1
8
7

4
3
9
5
2

5

9

7

4

2

3

6 5
9 2
8 1
1 6
4 7
3 8

Last week’s answers

Challenging Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 2, Book 2

Sudoku
#5
Sudoku

2

5 4 8 6 3 1 2 9
4 1 2 3 7 8 5 9 6
8 6 9 5thePROSPECTUS
1 2 4 |7www.prospectusnews.com
3
5 7 3 4 9 6 8 1 2
7

9 1 2 8
3 6 5 9
8 4 7 3
4 5 9 2
7 8 1 4
1 4 8 3 2 9 6 7
8 6 7 9 1 3 4 5
3 2 5 4 6 7 8 1
4 1 9 8 5 2 3 6

4
1

6
8

3
5
2

9
7

Sudoku #8
9 2 4 6 5 3 7 8 1
7 8 1 9 2 4 6 5 3
6 5 3 7 8 1 9 2 4
4 9 2 3 1 6 5 7 8
5 6 7 4 9 8 3 1 2
3 1 8 2 7 5 4 9 6
8 4 9 5 3 2 1 6 7
2 7 6 1 4 9 8 3 5
1 3 5 8 6 7 2 4 9

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

XKCD

Fill in the blank squares so that each row, each column and each
3-by-3 block contain all of the digits 1 thru 9.
If you use logic you can solve the puzzle without guesswork.

Crossword

(solve for the answers below)

Need a little help? The hints page shows a logical order to solve the puzzle.
Use it to identify the next square you should solve. Or use the answers page
if you really get stuck.

ACROSS
1 Indonesian island has Buddhist writing to absorb scholar (7)
5 Having removed article from deceased, hastily withdrew (7)
9 Poor sad Wendy – filled with woe, ultimately, from the day she was born (9)
10 Irish sage written about in medieval lore (5)
11 Drunkenness – the vice of innkeepers› patron (2,7,4)
13 In history the Unknown Soldier represents us all (8)
15 Exhausted last of finance held in banks (6)
17 Looks after son with display of affection (6)
19 A male predator guards quiet position furthest away from sun (8)
22 Meets previous revolutionary characters in USSR legislature (7,6)
25 One legislative body rejected epic story (5)
26 She looks after the kids! (5,4)
27 He tries to speak in Erse perhaps (7)
28 Observe student inside church making a big splash (7)

Are you a cartoonist? We’re always accepting new and original
work. Grab an application from Student Life, located in the Student
Union Building, or email prospectus@parkland.edu for more
information!

DOWN
1 Thus opponents are scattered (4)
2 Fashionable dressmaker’s style is German, intrinsically (7)
3 Some heat generated by those people across the river (5)
4 Tree feller becomes a civic dignitary (8)
5 One›s a little bit put out by awkward situation (6)
6 Bullets coming from several directions – the result of Klan activity? (9)
7 Remove an organ, as it were, to
Last week’s answers
save someone (7)
8 Dickens’ celebrated daughter kept
asafoetida (6,4)
12 A fellow I have found striking (10)
14 Too wise, we hear, to accept
dubious drug trades? Obviously not
born this! (9)
16 Puts in office a powerful leader
with aims (8)
18 Agent distorts the truth when
giving answers (7)
20 One›s captivated by fashionable
Red anthem (7)
21 Student chatted with US lyricist
(6)
23 Woman shortly turned up
unknown lines of poem (5)
24 Eat out with hangman, but skip
the starter (4)
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SPORTS

Weekly rundown of PC Athletics
Rod Lovett

Athletic Director
McNabney honored at 2015 Spring
Fling
Late Parkland College Golf Coach
Zach McNabney was recognized this
week, becoming the 5th recipient
of the Ron Marshall Award for
Meritorious Service. The award, in
memory of Illinois Central College
Golf Coach Ron Marshall, founder of
the Goose Pond Spring Fling, is given
each year at the Spring Fling banquet.
The award is presented to an
individual who distinguishes himself
in the performance of outstanding
service and contributions to collegiate
golf.
Parkland Golf Coach Corbin
Sebens and the 2015 team accepted
the
award
last
Wednesday
night in Scottsboro, Alabama.
Softball earn split on final day of trip
to Florida
Morgan Harper (3-1) threw
a four hitter against Chesapeake,
unfortunately one of those hits was
a two run HR in the 1st inning and the
SkipJacks made it stand up for a 2-1
win. PC scored their lone run in the
4th, when Makayla Walsh doubled,
moved to third, and scored on a wild
pitch.

PC came back in the night cap
with a 9-8 win over Pasco-Hernando.
Parkland scored three runs in the
2nd to take a 3-2 lead, with Monica
Monroe driving in all three runs with
a double.
In the 3rd, Makayla Walsh drove a
high and long drive over the left field
fence for her 3rd HR of the week to
increase the lead to 4-2.
Parkland added five more runs
in the 4th on singles by Alix Ezell,
Morgan Harper, an RBI double from
Monica Monroe, a squeeze bunt from
Morgan Hickman, an RBI double
from Alexis Royer and an run scoring
single single by Kelsey Smith. PHC
score single runs in the 5th & 6th and
the Cobras took a 9-4 lead into the
bottom of the 7th.
PHC plated four runs and had
the tying run at 2nd when Allix
Ostermeyer struck out their DP for
the final out of the game. All nine
players for Parkland scored a run as
the Cobras won for the 7th time in 10
games on the trip.
Golf team finishes tied for 16th at
2015 Spring Fling in Alabama
Mesa CC won the 2015 Scottsboro
Spring Fling on Saturday, defeating
second place Tyler TX by 9 strokes
to secure the title. Darton St College
GA and Mississippi Gulf Coast tied

for 4th while Rend Lake came in
5th. The Cobras ended in a tie for
16th place with Mineral Area in
the 21 team field. Andrews College
golfer Andreas Tancred fired a 67 on
Saturday to come from behind to win
the individual title by three strokes
over Zach Bialik of Grand Rapids
and Matt Greenfield of Rend Lake.
Parkland was led by Dom Knight and
Jack Niebrugge who both shot 234
and Thomas Webster who fired a 238.
Next up for the Cobras will be
the one-day Millikin Invitational on
Saturday March 21 in Decatur.
Anderson one-hitter paces Cobras
to 9-0 win over Kirkwood
A one-hit complete game shutout
by Tyler Anderson helped the PC
Baseball team to a 9-0 win over
Kirkwood and wrap up a (6-3) trip to
Florida.
Anderson baffled Kirkwood all day
and limited the Eagles to just three
base runners. The sophomore did not
allow a single hitter to reach second
base. The Cobra offense was led by
Austin Smith’s 4 hits and sophomore
Glenn Reeves who had three hits on
the day.
The Cobras got on the board in
the first inning on an RBI double
by a Reeves. The bats stayed alive
adding two more runs on an RBI

single by Conner Currier in the
4th. Parkland topped off their day
with a three run 7th inning. Chase
Armstrong blasted his first home run
of the season to extend the lead to 9-0.
Anderson finished off is impressive
outing with a perfect bottom of the
seventh. Anderson now moves to 2-0
on the season and will start game 1
of M-WAC Conference play next
Saturday versus Lewis and Clark.
Softball beats Pasco 15-13 earns
split
The Parkland Softball team
continued their trip to Florida
with two games against Florida
community colleges. PC dropped the
opener to D-1 Eastern Florida State
College before outscoring D-2 PascoHernando in game two.
PC battled Eastern Florida for six
innings before the hosts exploded for
seven runs in the 7th inning to put the
game away. Down 4-0 headed to the
6th, Hannah Pruden’s 2 run single
brought the Cobras back to within
two at 4-2 going to the final inning.
In the 7th, EFS broke the game
open with seven unearned runs as
the Cobras committed four errors on
the day.
In the second game of the
afternoon, PC played D-2 PascoHernando. It was the first match-up

between the two teams since meeting
in the District finals four years ago in
Champaign. In this one, the Cobras
jumped out to a 5-0 lead after 2
innings, with the big hit coming from
Alexis Royer, who hit a 3-run line
drive home run over the left center
field fence.
It was Royer’s 4th home run of the
season in just eight games. Pasco
came back with seven runs the next
two innings to take a 7-5 lead after
just 3 innings.
Parkland answered with ten runs
in the 5th, as Hannah Pruden and
Makayla Walsh both hit 3 run home
runs. Pasco was not to be denied
however, now down 15-7, they added
five runs themselves in the 5th
cutting the Cobra lead to 15-12. Pasco
added one more run in the 7th but the
Cobras held on to win 15-13 in a game
that featured 28 runs and 45 hits.
Makalya Walsh 3 hits and 5 RBI,
Hannah Pruden 2 hits and 3 RBI,
Alexis Royer 3 hits and 2 RBI, Morgan
Hickman 2 hits and 3 RBI, and Taylor
Spivey 4 hits, all had big games at
the plate for the Cobras who are now
(6-2) on the season. PC will wrap up
their trip with a 1:00 game against
Chesapeake CC and a 3:00 rematch
with Pasco-Hernando on Saturday in
Coco Beach.

Live game broadcasts, Cobra news and more!

www.CobraSports.Net

Going to
Parkland College?
Choose
Parkland Point!
Student Living
at its BEST!
Two - $500
Parkland Scholarships
(available only to residents)

Get the latest updates from

Prospectus News
on

facebook.com/ProspectusNews

 Fully Furnished Modern Living

 Individual Leases

 24 hour Security

 5 minutes to class

 Private Bath for each Student

 Monthly Events

Get in Touch with
Parkland Point!

Mon - Thur: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am -3pm
Sat: By appointment only
2002 W. Bradley Avenue
Champaign, IL 61821
217.531.3838
manager@parklandpoint.com

Mention this
ad to receive
$50 off first
month’s rent!
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Live-streaming apps dominate buzz at South by Southwest

Photo by Jay Janner | AP Photo/Austin American-Statesman
In this March 14, 2014 file photo, thousands of people cram into Sixth Street in Austin, Texas. The South by Southwest music festival will have new safety measures after last year’s revelry was shattered when
a driver plowed into a crowd of concertgoers.

Mae Anderson

AP Technology Writer
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A livestreaming app called Meerkat, calls
to online activism and pedicabs with
a “Game of Thrones” Iron throne seat
were the top topics of conversation
at South by Southwest over the
weekend, as 33,000-plus members of
the technology, marketing and media
industries poured into Austin, Texas.
“You never know what’s around
the corner at South By Southwest,
it could be a small thing or it could
be life changing,” said David Rubin,
Pinterest’s head of brand, at the social
media company’s annual barbecue
on Saturday. He said the festival is a
good place to schmooze with clients
and do some recruiting.
“Pinterest is about creativity and
the employee base is quirky and
interesting, so it’s a good place to
meet potential employees,” he said.
The five-day festival is not yet half
over, but buzz-worthy trends are

already emerging. Here’s a look at top
topics so far at the annual gathering
of the Technorati.
LIVE-STREAMING APPS
An app called Meerkat is dominating
conversations. The simple app allows
people to live stream anything at
the touch of a button. The app used
to let users automatically Tweet live
streams too, but that came to a stop
after Twitter confirmed Friday it
acquired Periscope, a Meerkat rival,
for undisclosed terms and limited
Meerkat’s access to Twitter.
At a panel Friday about government
patents, U.S. Commerce Secretary
Penny Pritzker had used Meerkat
to stream her official swearing in of
the new chief of the U.S. Patent and
Trademark office Michelle Lee on
Twitter.
“Being the first @cabinet official to
share key events on this exciting new
platform,” she tweeted. Countless
others streamed other panels and
events.
Meanwhile, rival live-streaming

app Stre.am is a finalist for SXSW’s
innovation awards.
ONLINE ACTIVISM
Some major political figures are
using the festival to call for online
activism. Former Vice President Al
Gore gave a rousing talk about the
need for urgent action on climate
change on Friday. Gore called upon
SXSW attendees to get involved in
supporting climate change legislation
ahead of environmental talks in Paris
in December.
“We are at a fork in the road, we can
win this, but it requires passion,” he
said.
In a keynote on Saturday, Princess
Reema Bint Bandar Al Saud of
Saudi Arabia discussed her efforts
to bring women into the workplace
and announced a new breast cancer
awareness campaign that will rely on
social and mobile media to spread the
word in the Middle East, including
the Twitter-ready hashtag #10ksa.
Often in the Middle East, “a woman
doesn’t want to admit unhealthy

status,” she said. “There are larger
cultural issues involved to talk about
breast cancer.”
CORPORATE STUNTS
Promotions are everywhere. HBO’s
“Game of Thrones” is employing
pedicabs with Iron-Throne seats and
hosting “SXSWesteros,” an event site
that serves a “Game of Thrones” beer
and allows fans a chance to sit on the
show’s Iron Throne.
Meanwhile, smartphone battery
pack maker Mophie created buzz
with St. Bernard dogs that “rescued”
more than 300 festival-goers low on
batteries when they tweeted a plea
for help to Mophie.
The dogs, all locally owned by
people in Austin, are part of the St.
Bernard’s Rescue Foundation, which
was created to raise awareness about
rescue dogs.
“People don’t get exposure to
St. Bernard’s ever,” said Mophie
spokesman
Kevin
Malinowski.
“People get them as puppies when
they’re so cute, but once they grow

up they can’t handle them, so this is
almost an education.”
RUSSELL BRAND’S NO-SHOW
A documentary about actor Russell
Brand, called “Brand, a Second
Coming,” was a headliner for the film
portion of the festival. Brand was set
to appear at the Friday premiere and
give a talk as well as discuss his daily
YouTube show “Trews,” in which he
talks about news topics. But that day
Brand announced on his blog that he
wouldn’t appear at the festival, saying
he was uncomfortable with how the
documentary turned out, and backed
out of the talk.
“I apologise sincerely to the
organisers of SXSW for my nonattendance, especially Janet Pierson,
Brian Solis and Rynda Laurel from
the interactive festival who were
responsible for the keynote talk that
I was due to do,” he wrote in the blog
post.
___
Copyright 2015 The Associated
Press. All rights reserved.

Pick of
the Week
Noel Gallagher’s
“High Flying
Birds”
Track: “Ballad
of the Mighty I.”

